
YOU
ASKED
FOR IT



YOU ASKED FOR IT…
• Jesus frequently confronted critics or answered questions for 

people who ended up getting more than they bargained for. This 
wasn’t because He enjoyed outsmarting or embarrassing them –
rather, the inquiries provided irresistible opportunities for the 
Lord to teach a “bigger point.”

• Luke 11:45 – “You insult us too!”

• Luke 12:13 – “Tell him to divide the inheritance”

• Luke 13:14ff – “There are six days to come and get healed”

• Luke 18:18 – Lose it all to obtain it all

• Luke 20:27ff – The reverse “gotcha”



YOU ASKED FOR IT…
• All of these stories, and many more, might be a little humorous to 

us, but they illustrate a very discouraging human tendency. Many 
people don’t count the cost before engaging in an endeavor, asking 
a question, or proclaiming a belief. Our complacency or narrow-
mindedness keeps us from really following it to its conclusion. 

• When that idea or belief is challenged, the natural response is to 
become defensive, lash out, or immediately begin “shoring 
up”/backtracking our argument – “Well, that’s not really what I 
meant” or “You’re just not getting my point.”

• Other times, we just lie and shut down the conversation, like the 
Pharisees in Matthew 21:27. The only thing they learned interacting 
with Jesus was to keep their mouths shut (Matthew 22:46).



If you come to God looking to be clever, 
you’ll always end up with more than you 
bargained for (1 Corinthians 1:20-25). 



Case-in-point 
Job 38:2-3, 40:6-10, 42:7-8



GALATIANS 6:7-8
• “God is not mocked” can also mean “God won’t be fooled” or “You 

can’t outsmart God.”

• Nobody is clever enough to get away with thinking he can live 
however he wants without facing eventual consequences. He will 
reap what he sows, especially in an eternal spiritual sense!

• Take the rich man from Luke 16:19, for example. He put stock in the 
flesh and that’s all he got. It’s a classic “you asked for it” in the 
sense that he invested in the flesh and enjoyed it to the fullest –
without considering its limitations! Similarly, being esteemed 
highly in the eyes of men has its rewards (Matthew 6).

• Hell is the ultimate “you asked for it” (2 Thess. 1:9). 



DON’T BE SURPRISED…
• If you constantly spout inflammatory statements and opinions and 

then find yourself under attack – or worse, alone.

• If you make money and career your ultimate priority and wake up 
one day having missed out on irreplaceable experiences.

• If you put faith on the back-burner when times are good, then 
flounder spiritually when “the rug gets pulled out.”

• If you relegate the Bible to “myth and legend” status, then find 
yourself unable to understand or apply it properly.

• If you argue with God’s wisdom (be it the Bible, the saints, elders, 
moral expectations) and face-plant.  

• If you put on a good show, hide your sins and insecurities, live for 
appearances, and end up hollow.


