


WHAI DEAIHEACHES US

» Death is described as an enemy (1 Cor. 15:26) and the natura
consequenceof sin (Rom. 6:23, 5:12), but that doesn't mean it
can't be a powertul motivator or a valuable source of lessons.

= « \\/hile nobody enjoys talking about death, especially with some
rankness, taking an honest look at what itteachesus can shape =
our faith, as well as our attitude toward the ups and downs of this =&
life. It is admirable that Paul, feeling like death was right around g
the comer, was so willing to share his last thoughts with Timothy.
He could have easily become selt-pitying or cowardly. He could
have acted aloof, distant, or self-consumed. But he didn't, and his
faith seems to have grown stronger the closer he got to his
demise.




CLARITY

» The prospect of dying can help us find clarity about our identity
and accomplishments. Paul, for example, had a well-defined
teeling of accomplishment (2 Tim. 4:7-8). Because he aligned his
life with God's will he was able to live with a clear conscience
(1:3). His sins were forgiven and he knew exactly what he was - gl
exactly what God called him to be (1:8-9). s

» Death also gives us clarity about the purpose and contentof the =S8
gospel. Man's two greatest problems are sin and death. No
earthly pursuit can satisty our need to have those issues resolved,
50 we must look to the divine.As itexplains in 1:9-10, grace dealt
with sin and Jesus' resurrection paved the way for immortality -
this is the heart of the gospel (2:10-13)!




UNFINISHED BUSINESS

* One of our greatest fears is leaving unfinished business (which is
where a lot of ghost stories come from). Death should serve as a
powertul reminderto do everything we can to leave the next
generation prepared for upcoming challenges.

M« Timothy had a daunting task ahead of him, and Paul didn't mince “
words in 3: 111 To combat the manycha\\engesto come, the :
apostle reminded his young charge to stay true to sound words =8
(1:13-74), quarding them like a treasure. Timothy also needed to
dependon grace (2 W) rememberJesus (2:8), work hard at his
studies (2:15, 3:14-15) fleefrom sin (2:22), and make it a
priority to share the gospel with others (2:2).

* How many years do you have lett? How much work is undone?
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THE LORDKNOWS WIHO |5 HIS

* \Wemeeta lot of enemiesin this life. We're also disappointed by
our friends, at times. It can be difficultto trust people when they
have abandoned us. Butjustas surely as death, there will also be
a Judgment - and the Lord knows those who are His (2:19).

M« Death is the ever-presentreminder that we have only one liteto |
live, and afterward we will face our Maker. The decision is up to :
each of us what kind of vessel we will be, either for honor or ——
dishonor (2:20-23).

* |t's hard to ignore how frequently Paul brings up examples of this

inthe letter(1:15, 2:16-18, 2:24-26, 3:1-7, 3:13, 4:10, 4:14-16)

His hope is that Timothy will choose the right path and keep his

charge without wavering (4:1-2)







