MOUNTAIN




HEBREWS 12:18-21




WHY SO “" fIFYING'?

* (God could have appeared N any shape or fashion
He wanted, so why seem so terrifying at Mt.
Sinai? Why seem so unapproachable?

» Exodus 20:16-21, Deuteronomy 5:22-27

* God's immense power must be feared. It is a part
of His holy character and is as true now as it
was at the mountain (Matt. 10:28, 2 Pet. :7ff)

e Also see the same link in James 4:5-10. This is not
so different from the Israelites at Mt. Sinail



GOD IN TH

E JHIRLWIND

« Remember that Job
the "boundaries” of

also had to learn to respect
God. He was confronted by

His presence in an unapproachable whirlwind

and chided for violat

His prerogatives (Jo

ing the holiness of God and
00 -5, 40:679)

e \We have a natural desire to draw unto God. but
we must heed His holiness. This lesson was

most tangible, mem

Impressed upon the Israelites at Mt. Sinai in the

orable way (Ps. 77:12-20).



At Mount Siﬁai, th could not
stand to be in God’s presence
because of their fear and sin.

But we are brought to Mount Zion
with neither...







W AllalY KES ZION
DUH@E@

» Perhaps a better question is, "What makes us so
different?” How can we come to God's mountain
with such boldness? 1 John 2:28 is so different from §&
the Israelites at Mt. Sinalil g

B . Colossians 119-22

8 - Cod's holiness has not changed. His power to
8 destroy in judgment has not changed, either. But

our spiritual condition has changed because of <
access through Christ (Eph. 214-18, 312, Rom. 81ff). §




This change in the approchability
of God’s mountain is related to the
character of Jesus. Prophecy

revealed that He would bridge the
gap between HOLY GOD and broken
man - Isalah 421 9




PRACTIGHIBAPPLICATION

Hebrevvs 12:25-29

* The tenderness and approachability of Jesus is not
In conflict with the terrifying justice of His Father.
His love is our means to salvation, but we cannot

tread lightly on such immeasurable grace (Rom.
6:1ff).

8 - Our response must be gratitude, obedience. and
8 respect. The power of God is real, but the perfect
Iove of the Son Casts out aII fear (1 John 417 19).
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