obligation rather than a collective one?
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It is very common to hear a
knock at the door or answer
the phone at the church
building and find an eager
hand waltlng f@ help.

congregatlon 4!
collectively particip 2in

secular chantle‘s‘v\’" o those.
who are notChnstnans”



 Thereis a Bible model for church (collective)
benevolence. Being careful to “not go beyond
written” (1 Cor. 4:6) requires us to consider what this
model is and how we must replicate it today. Remember
that every church follows the same pattern, no matter

where or when (1 Cor.4:17,2Tim. 1:13, 2 Thess. 3:6-7).

— Inthe NT collective benevolence was ALWAYS from Christians
to Christians.

— Only those who were saved were sharing and having all
things in common collectively.

— Every example in the NT, without exception, follows this
pattern.




"Butwhatabout...

“So then, while we have opportunity, let us dogood
to all men, and es ecnall to those who arg 0 fthe,\,*-;;?"- :
household of the faith” Galatians 6:10), i, Qm

“Thisis pure:andundefiled religion i the sight,o
our God and Father &@w‘_’@ﬁﬁc phans:arid:wia

their distress, and to keep oneselfiun i
world” Jamﬁ1,:27 AL

“Because of the ‘ipl?f\ given b,y h|s m|n|stry they will
%orlw Goda\fq.;' OUKC be%l.leg,ce't‘o our confession of
the gospelt FChrist, and forthe liberality of your
(c?o?gr)lbutlen‘to them and toall” (2 Corinthians




Why gk 063 S\th @ ette

* |tseems like quibbling to make a d|st|nct|on between
“this money" and "that money" - after all, whether
benevolence comes straight from your pocket or
through the church treasury, it still comes from and
goes to the same places.

But don't we place greater value on certain funds?
Isn't there something to be said for savings?
Retirement? Vacation money? When | give to the
church, I'm giving for scripturally-authorized, specific
purposes, and that must mean something.
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» Are we practicing what we preach? Are we being
consistent and giving generously to those who are
less fortunate, including unbelievers and strangers?

» Qutsourced benevolence is not true benevolence at
all. The benevolence model that makes it a collective
activity just de-personalizes the charity, giving an
extra degree of separation from the one helping to
the one being helped.

* The individual benevolence model puts a premium
on personal responsibility (1 Timothy 6:17-19).




