








A page from the 
Bodmer Papyri, a 
collection of Greek 
manuscripts. Copied 
around the end of the 
second century, they 
are not the oldest 
manuscripts but do 
give a good idea of the 
appearance and 
condition of early New 
Testaments.�
�
This page is John 
1:1-13.�



The John Rylands Library 
Papyrus (P52) is the 
oldest known fragment 
from a New Testament 
manuscript, dating from 
as early as AD 118.�
�
Though small (and 
obviously incomplete) it 
is conclusive evidence of 
the New Testament’s 
antiquity.�
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COMPARED TO OTHER ANCIENT WORKS�
AUTHOR � DATE WRITTEN� EARLIEST COPY � TIME SPAN� # OF COPIES�
PLINY � AD 61-113 � AD 850 � 750 YEARS� 7 �
PLATO� 427-347 BC � AD 900 � 1200 YEARS� 7 �
HERODOTUS� 480-425 BC � AD 900 � 1300 YEARS� 8 �
SUETONIUS� AD 75-160 � AD 950 � 800 YEARS� 8 �
THUCYDIDES� 460-400 BC � AD 900 � 1300 YEARS� 8 �
CAESAR � 100-44 BC � AD 900 � 1000 YEARS� 10 �
TACITUS� AD 100 � AD 1100 � 1000 YEARS� 20 �
ARISTOTLE � 384-322 BC � AD 1100 � 1400 YEARS� 49 �
SOPHOCLES� 496-406 BC � AD 1000 � 1400 YEARS� 193 �
HOMER (ILIAD) � 900 BC � 400 BC � 500 YEARS� 643 �
NT� AD 50-96 � AD 130 � LESS THAN 50 � 5600 �



THE NEW TESTAMENT�

Originals 
(Autographs) 
--�
No longer in 
existence�

Textus Receptus 
(1516) -- Greek 
Bible based on 
later MSS (12th 
Cent.) passed 
down through the 
years.�

Alexandrian-Type 
MSS – Codices 
Sinaiticus, 
Alexandrinus, and 
Vaticanus, all from 
around the 4th Cent.�

Latin Vulgate (4th 
Cent.) – Updated Latin 
translation of the Bible 
by Jerome. (Over 
10,000 Latin MSS).  �

Greek Manuscripts 
(MSS) – Copies of the 
originals in Greek �
(over 5,600 MSS) �

Most of the oldest manuscripts 
have only recently been 
discovered, shedding new light on 
the text of the New Testament. 
Wetscott-Hort and the Nestle-
Aland texts were developed using 
these “critical manuscripts” �

Vetus Latina 
(Early 3rd 
Cent.) – the 
“Old Latin” 
translation �

Translations into 
various languages, 
such as Syriac and 
Coptic (early to 
mid 2nd Cent.) – 
(9,300 MSS) �

The accepted 
Bible of the 
Catholic 
Church�

Most 
Reformation-era 
Bibles are based 
on the TR 
(Tyndale, 
Geneva, KJV, 
NKJV). �

Most new NT 
translations are 
based on this 
line of texts 
(NASB, NIV, 
RSV, ESV) �

Copies of 
copies of 
copies… �

Fragments and 
quotations – Small bits 
of scripture have been 
found from the early 
2nd Cent., and early 
church writers quoted 
Scriptures frequently.�



CODEX SINAITICUS �

A page from the Gospel of Luke (Early 4th Cent.) �

www.codexsinaiticus.org �
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In 1890, a man released 60 European 
Starlings into New York’s Central Park. 40 
more were released the next year. From 
those original 100 specimens came 200 
million descendants in North America.�
When it comes to manuscript evidence, it 
makes sense that there would be fewer 
examples from earlier dates. And, like the 
starlings, I do not need to see the originals 
to be confident in them.�






