


•  One of Paul’s main concerns in the opening chapters of this 

epistle is re-establishing his credibility in the minds of the 

Corinthians. They had been confronted with “peddlers of the 

Word of God”, particularly the Judaizers who, so often, made 

messes in the first century churches. 

•  Notice how often “confidence” is a theme in Second 

Corinthians (2 Cor. 1:12,15, 2:3, 3:4, 7:4, 16, 8:22, 9:4, 10:2, 11:17).  

•  Through all of Paul’s trials, he considered the Corinthians a 

great success story and constant source of comfort. He now 

hopes to comfort them in equal measure (2 Cor. 1:3ff). 



•  “Letters of commendation” – Travelers would often bring 

such letters with them as an endorsement. This included 

evangelists and apostles. Paul doesn’t need such things, 

however, and uses the “letter” as a jumping-off point for a 

deeper discussion. 

•  “You are our letter” – Remember that your life is interwoven 

with other Christians. Somebody is either benefiting or 

hurting from your example and influence. Our relationships 

should be deeper than the shallow “letters” of the 

pretentious preachers – they are “heart” relationships.  





•  “Adequacy” – It is Paul’s intention to confront the heart of 

the issue: Self-derived Glory or God-derived Glory. He is 

going to do this by contrasting the “letter” and the “spirit” 

in the coming verses. 

•  The “letter” is the Old Law (both its specific ordinances and 

its inherent glory) and the “Spirit” is the life found in 

following Christ (It is called the “Ministry of 

Righteousness”). This language should not be abused to mean 

that the scriptures have a literal interpretation that is 

harmful, and a more spiritual, enlightened spiritual 

interpretation. Note 2 Corinthians 1:13. 



Of course, the apostle’s main concern is not about “measuring up” in 

our parenting, our jobs, our social status, or our relationships. We 

derive a deeper adequacy from God when we stop thinking we can be 

perfectly adequate people based on our own merits. The contrast 

between the deadly letter and the life-giving Spirit is driven home by 

the sense of inadequacy one feels when he tries to be perfect based on 

works of the Law to the neglect of faith and trust in a loving, gracious 

God. Like Romans 7:4ff points out, the Law only aroused the sinful 

passions and emphasized just how sinful humanity really was. 

Somebody more adequate than you and me had to come along and provide 

the adequacy for us (Romans 8:1-4). 



•  “The glory of his face, fading as it was” – the Law did come 
with glory, for its architect was God (Rom. 7:12). It was so 
glorious, in fact, that every time Moses communed with God 
and received revelation, his face was literally illuminated. 

•  Exodus 34:28-35 – Moses did not cover his face because Israel 
was unwilling to look upon his glory. Actually, he didn’t 
want the people to witness the glory fading.  

•  The Law, then, was fading by design. God intentionally made 
it temporary, passing, weak (Hebrews 8:13). Just as the 
Moon’s glory is overcome by the Sun’s, so the Law was 
surpassed by Christ. 





•  Sadly, “their minds were hardened” and most of Israel’s 

descendants couldn’t see Christ’s glory. Their vision was 

clouded with the supposed glory of the Law and all its 

trappings. 

•  They saw the gilded temple, but not the heavenly sanctuary 

after which it was modeled. They saw the priests, but not the 

people most spiritually qualified to serve. They heard the 

songs, smelled the sacrifices, read the Law, knew the 

history, and wanted the throne, but missed out on the more 

spiritually substantial versions of those things. 


