


- INTHEBEGINNING

. nght from the start there was an
incompatibility between light and darkness
(Genesis 1:1-4). God recognized the inherent

goodness of light.

* |t is revealing, life-sustaining, and positive,
while darkness is shrouding, associated with
death, and is, by definition, negative (the
absence of light).

* The two cannot co-exist...




It is not difficult to grasp light and darkness, but their
symbolic value often leaves us perplexed. But no matter
how we apply the dichotomy, we are always left with only
two options, two divergent paths.




“conlghienr

“God is Ilght” (1 John 1:5) provides a
foundation for our understanding of a life that
is “well-lit.” God is pure, good, honest, and
unafraid. So a life that is in the light will be

conformed to this pattern.

Having God as a starting point (Psalm 119:105
& 130, 27:1, Isaiah 2:5) eliminates the
possibility of deluding ourselves into thinking
we have light, when in fact we are in darkness
(Proverbs 4:18-19).




. G00's LIGHTGAME To U5,

. Jesus is the ultimate personification of the
light of God in this world.

 John 1:1-10
* |t is more than coincidence that the Creation

language is being echoed here in the
beginning of John’s gospel. In the great battle
between light and darkness, Jesus was the
overwhelming victor, the ultimate light, the
One who brought light to all the human race.
Therefore...




REIS sn.r FWITHQUT
 JESUS CHRIST

Ephesians 4:17ff
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EXTINGUISHING DARKNES

. Jesus alone can extinguish the darkness in our
lives (John 8:12, Col. 1:12-13). Stop tricking
yourself into thinking that you are smarter or
more enlightened than you actually are. He

who does not know Jesus, does not know the
light (Rom. 1:21, John 12:46)!

This fact naturally leads us to the practical
application: How do | live in the light with

Jesus? What does this life look like? And how
do | make changes that stick?




 LETYOURLIGHT SHINE! -

* 1John 1:5-10 — Be honest about sin, stop maklng
excuses, and resolve to do better.

* Ephesians 5:7-14 — Make meaningful changes. Or
do you love the darkness too much (John

3:19-20)?

 Nicodemus/Blind man — lllumination is often a
process, like the sunrise. Don’t undervalue how
far'you’ve come.

* Matthew 5:14-16 — Live unashamed. Act like you
are the light of the world. Don’t let those in
darkness dictate the terms of your existence.
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DARKNESS Il‘n” NT
HAVE To BE ETERNAL

2 Pet. 2:4,17, Jude 6,13, Revelation 21:22-22:5




