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Calvinism is becoming a much more Q

“mainstream” belief system, especially among n@

more educated professed Christians. ;
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Today’s lesson will focus mainly on the “P” in ~ *
the common acronym “TULIP” — Perseverance |
of the saints, otherwise known as “once a
saved, always saved.” Understand that there
are different (if subtle) interpretations of this
particular tenet of Calvinism. 1
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“They, whom God has accepted in His Beloved,
effectually called, and sanctified by His Spirit, can
neither totally nor finally fall away from the state
of grace, but shall certainly persevere therein to
the end, and be eternally saved... This
perseverance of the saints depends not upon
their own free will, but upon the immutability of
the decree of election, flowing from the free and
unchangeable love of God the Father...
Nevertheless, they may, through the temptations
of Satan... fall into grievous sins; and, for a time,
continue therein: whereby they incur God's
displeasure...”

-Westminster Confession of Faith
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“We take the position that a Christian's sins do
not damn his soul. The way a Christian lives,
what he says, his character, his conduct, or his &
attitude toward other people have nothing 0
~ whatever to do with the salvation of his
souls...And all the sins he may commit from
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murder to idolatry will not make his soul in
”
any more danger...
!; °
N Sam Morris, Pastor
f“# !\\‘x i )
First Baptist Church (Stamford, TX): .
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Proof Texts Considered

Romans 8:35-39 — These are all outside forces '

at work. Spiritual ruin starts from within f@f

% (Matthew 15:16-20). 'a
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g ';- John 10:27-29 — Nobody can snhatch us away,
f‘%  but we can most certainly walk away from
Q God willingly (Luke 15:3-7, Acts 20:28-30,

?,kv Revelation 3:14-22).
*z,; ‘e 1John 3:9 — The context shows that Christians
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~can (and do) sin so as to fall away from God Y,
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Romans 7:2§, 8:1
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* “The body sins but the soul is not
condemned.” This is the only argument for -
why a regenerated, saved person still ,’ 0!
OBVIOUSLY commits sin. il

A+ The context of Romans 7 & 8, however, shows
®.. thatsinsin the flesh can condemn the soul.

8“ » Other verses also show this: 1 Cor. 6'9-10,
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Is Faith Essential Or Not?

“Salvation by faith alone” an'd Calvinism tend
to go hand-in-hand, even though
Perseverance of the Saints basically

neutralizes faith:

Consider the implications of such scriptures as

2 Timothy 2:16-18/1 Timothy 1:18-20, Acts
8 12 14 Galatlans 5 1- 4 Hebrews 3:12- 13

WL e
: ) M Tal
Y ":G-' '3.’-5-x'< b Qg ..‘*"." o AR T T |1 ! 4 iAo 1 I S e G
.{ y Shiefd 21 «\{ ’a,xvi " ’ ” fi Rl N I }@‘ (b g, 2 R | R A R

Ap i fhiifo t_ \ L& S RTRE SR A VR, L U N AL LS B & i




4-8

16-24, Hebrews 6:
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John 15







