


Part Two: 
Authorized Or 

Specified? 





 
•  All	  people	  use	  the	  same	  basic	  
forms	  of	  communica3on	  to	  
convey	  an	  idea.	  

•  We	  make	  direct	  statements	  
(a	  command,	  ques3on,	  etc.).	  

•  We	  leave	  an	  example	  to	  
follow	  (or	  not	  follow).	  

•  And	  we	  expect	  certain	  
inferences	  to	  be	  drawn.	  



•  The	  great	  thing	  about	  the	  Word	  is	  that	  it	  fits	  
all	  cultures,	  for	  all	  3me.	  Understanding	  the	  
generic	  and	  specific	  aspects	  of	  it	  is	  the	  key	  to	  
applying	  it	  properly.	  

•  A	  statement	  in	  the	  Bible	  might	  be	  general,	  
leaving	  many	  op3ons	  authorized.	  But	  when	  
God	  is	  specific,	  all	  other	  op3ons	  are	  
unauthorized.	  

•  Ask	  yourself:	  does	  my	  choice	  somehow	  alter	  
the	  fundamental	  nature	  of	  a	  Bible	  concept?	  









•  Genesis	  6:14-‐16	  –	  Gopher	  
wood	  specific,	  all	  other	  op3ons	  
necessarily	  excluded.	  

•  Exodus	  12:5	  –	  Lamb	  had	  to	  be	  
unblemished	  and	  male,	  but	  
there	  might	  be	  several	  lambs	  
that	  fit	  that	  descrip3on.	  

•  Uzzah	  –	  Only	  Levites	  could	  
move	  the	  Ark,	  all	  other	  tribes	  
excluded.	  



•  Ephesians	  5:19,	  Colossians	  3:16	  
–	  What	  is	  God	  specific	  about	  
here,	  and	  what	  does	  He	  leave	  
open-‐ended?	  

•  Hebrews	  10:25	  authorizes	  a	  
place	  to	  worship,	  and	  
numerous	  examples	  show	  that	  
the	  place	  is	  not	  specific.	  

•  No3ce	  the	  way	  inference	  in	  
these	  examples	  is	  necessary!	  




