


Part One: 
Apostolic 
Authority 



 
•  Authority	
  in	
  religion	
  is	
  
necessary	
  because	
  we	
  
cannot	
  dictate	
  morals	
  on	
  
our	
  own	
  (Jer.	
  10:23).	
  

•  Deuteronomy	
  12:1-­‐8	
  
•  ‘Who	
  are	
  you,	
  O	
  man,	
  who	
  
answers	
  back	
  to	
  
God?’	
  (Romans	
  9:20-­‐21)	
  

•  It	
  is	
  every	
  human’s	
  duty	
  
(Ecc.	
  12:13)	
  





•  Everything	
  Jesus	
  spoke	
  was	
  authoritaHve,	
  
straight	
  from	
  God	
  (John	
  8:26-­‐32).	
  

•  It	
  is	
  through	
  WORDS	
  that	
  the	
  authority	
  is	
  
communicated.	
  We	
  know	
  truth	
  because	
  of	
  
wriPen	
  and	
  verbal	
  instrucHon	
  (John	
  12:44-­‐50).	
  
He	
  always	
  brings	
  us	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  Word.	
  



•  Jesus	
  admiPed	
  that	
  His	
  ministry	
  had	
  a	
  specific	
  
purpose	
  (MaPhew	
  10:5-­‐6,	
  15:24),	
  and	
  that	
  
further	
  revelaHon	
  would	
  be	
  needed	
  (John	
  
14:26).	
  



•  Acts	
  10:34-­‐43	
  
•  Jesus	
  prepared	
  His	
  disciples	
  for	
  
the	
  monumental	
  task	
  of	
  
revelaHon	
  in	
  the	
  Kingdom.	
  He	
  
leW	
  them	
  a	
  Helper,	
  as	
  explained	
  
in	
  John	
  14:15-­‐18,	
  25-­‐26	
  and	
  
John	
  16:13-­‐15.	
  

•  Their	
  words	
  are	
  authoritaHve	
  
(MaP.	
  16:19,	
  18:18,	
  1	
  Jn.	
  4:6,	
  1	
  
Cor.	
  2:12-­‐13).	
  





•  WriPen	
  teaching	
  carries	
  as	
  much	
  weight	
  as	
  
the	
  verbal	
  instrucHon	
  (2	
  Thess.	
  2:15,	
  Eph.	
  
3:3-­‐5,	
  1	
  Cor.	
  14:37,	
  2	
  Pet.	
  3:2,	
  1	
  Thess.	
  2:13).	
  

•  Furthermore,	
  what	
  an	
  apostle	
  wrote	
  to	
  one	
  
congregaHon	
  of	
  ChrisHans	
  was	
  to	
  be	
  
authoritaHve	
  to	
  all	
  (1	
  Cor.	
  7:17,	
  4:17,	
  1	
  Tim.	
  
3:15).	
  

•  Their	
  literature	
  was	
  inspired	
  by	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  
(2	
  Peter	
  1:20-­‐21).	
  

•  Fellowship	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  tested	
  by	
  the	
  standard	
  of	
  
the	
  New	
  Testament	
  (2	
  Thess.	
  3:14,	
  2	
  John	
  9).	
  


