


“If	  any	  believing	  man	  or	  woman	  has	  widows,	  let	  
them	  relieve	  them,	  and	  do	  not	  let	  the	  church	  be	  
burdened,	  that	  it	  may	  relieve	  those	  who	  are	  really	  
widows.”	  (1	  Timothy	  5:16)	  	  
The	  Church	  vs.	  The	  Individual	  
•  Some	  say,	  “What	  the	  individual	  can	  do,	  the	  
church	  can	  do	  also”	  
–  There	  is	  a	  difference	  between	  the	  collec:ve	  church	  
and	  the	  individual	  Chris:an	  

–  There	  is	  a	  difference	  between	  the	  collec:ve	  family	  
unit	  and	  individuals	  in	  the	  family	  

THE	  CHURCH	  AND	  THE	  INDIVIDUAL	  



The	  Church:	  Refers	  to	  the	  Body	  of	  People	  
•  Called	  the	  assembly	  or	  congrega:on	  –	  MaB	  16:18;	  
Acts	  7:38;	  19:32	  
–  A	  single	  person	  was	  never	  used	  to	  refer	  to	  the	  church	  
–  Individual	  Chris:an	  were	  iden:fied	  as	  “Chris;ans”	  –	  Acts	  
11:26;	  26:28;	  1	  Peter	  4:16	  

–  The	  individual	  was	  never	  called	  “a	  church	  of	  Christ”	  
–  The	  church	  was	  never	  called	  “a	  Chris;an	  Church”	  

THE	  CHURCH	  AND	  THE	  INDIVIDUAL	  



Jesus	  Made	  a	  DisIncIon	  Between	  Individuals,	  
a	  Group	  of	  Individuals,	  and	  the	  Church	  
•  Jesus	  taught	  about	  discipline	  in	  MaBhew	  18	  

–  Go	  by	  yourself	  –	  Individual	  
–  Take	  one	  or	  two	  more	  –	  A	  Group	  of	  Individuals	  
–  Bring	  it	  to	  the	  church	  –	  The	  Congrega:on	  

•  There	  is	  a	  difference!	  

THE	  CHURCH	  AND	  THE	  INDIVIDUAL	  



Paul	  Made	  a	  DisIncIon	  Between	  the	  Church	  
and	  Individuals	  
•  In	  teaching	  about	  benevolence	  –	  1	  Tim	  5	  

–  “If	  any	  believing	  man	  or	  woman	  (individuals)	  has	  widows,	  
let	  them	  relieve	  them,	  and	  do	  not	  let	  the	  church	  
(congrega2on)	  be	  burdened”	  (1	  Timothy	  5:16)	  	  
•  Widows	  were	  to	  be	  cared	  for	  by	  their	  family	  
•  If	  there	  was	  no	  family,	  they	  were	  to	  be	  cared	  for	  by	  the	  church	  (if	  
they	  met	  certain	  qualifica:ons)	  

•  There	  is	  a	  difference!	  

THE	  CHURCH	  AND	  THE	  INDIVIDUAL	  



What	  the	  Individual	  Can	  Do	  but	  the	  Church	  Cannot	  
•  To	  earn	  a	  living	  and	  provide	  for	  family	  –	  1	  Tim	  5:18	  	  

–  The	  church	  has	  no	  authority	  to	  go	  into	  business	  
•  To	  eat,	  drink,	  enjoy	  social	  ac:vi:es	  –	  1	  Cor	  11:22;	  
Rom	  15:17	  
–  The	  church	  has	  no	  authority	  to	  supply	  these	  ac:vi:es	  

•  To	  run	  for	  poli:cal	  office	  
–  The	  church	  has	  no	  authority	  to	  be	  involved	  in	  poli:cs	  

THE	  CHURCH	  AND	  THE	  INDIVIDUAL	  


