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He tells us plainly (direct statement). 

• “Make for yourself an ark…” (Genesis 6:14)
• “Go forth from your country…” (Genesis 12:1)
• The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)
• “Go into all the world and preach the gospel…” (Mark 16:15)
• “Repent, and each of you be baptized…” (Acts 2:38)
• “Do this in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24)
• “Obey your parents in the Lord…” (Ephesians 6:1)
• “Flee immorality.” (1 Corinthians 6:18)
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He shows us how others did it (approved example).

“The things you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, practice these things, and the 
God of peace will be with you.”

- Philippians 4:9
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He implies something in the language of the text      
(necessary inference).

After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately 
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove 
and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice out of the 
heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am 
well-pleased.”

- Matthew 3:16-17
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Specific authority is when God commands an act, and the 
method or means of obeying it are specified. 

• The ark (Genesis 6:14)

• Gopher wood (Genesis 6:14)

• The dimensions of the ark (Genesis 6:15)

• Dipping seven times in the Jordan (2 Kings 5:10)

• The preaching of the gospel (Mark 16:15)

• Baptizing people (Matthew 28:19)

• Unleavened bread and fruit of the vine (Matthew 26:17, 26)
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• Why are you a member of the church of Christ?

• To whom is the local church important?

• What is the church’s responsibility?

• Can we trust the canon?

• How does God give instructions?

• What do we do when God is silent about an issue?

• When does a person reach the age of accountability?

• What happens when we die?


