


“but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”

- 1 Peter 3:15
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The importance of understanding our terms:

Church: Not a building
Not a denomination

Not a social club
Not a man-made religion

The church is 
those who 

belong to Jesus 
Christ!



Why are you a member?



• Because you want to please your family (Matthew 10:37-38)?

Why are you a member?



• Because you want to please your family (Matthew 10:37-38)?

• Because of the name on the sign (Titus 2:1)?

Why are you a member?



• Because you want to please your family (Matthew 10:37-38)?

• Because of the name on the sign (Titus 2:1)?

• Because you like the preacher (Galatians 1:6-8)?

Why are you a member?



• Because you want to please your family (Matthew 10:37-38)?

• Because of the name on the sign (Titus 2:1)?

• Because you like the preacher (Galatians 1:6-8)?

• Because it is full of friendly people (John 8:32)?

Why are you a member?



• Because you want to please your family (Matthew 10:37-38)?

• Because of the name on the sign (Titus 2:1)?

• Because you like the preacher (Galatians 1:6-8)?

• Because it is full of friendly people (John 8:32)?

• Because you want your social needs meant (John 6:26, 66)?
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• I heard the truth about Jesus (Acts 2:36).

• I believed and wanted to be saved (Acts 2:37).

• I learned that I needed to repent and be baptized (Acts 2:38).

• I learned that the gift of salvation was for me (Acts 2:39).

• I was baptized for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:41).

• I was added to the church by the Lord (Acts 2:47).

“I am a member because I obeyed the gospel.”
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• Right now, there is a spoken understanding.

• Spoken understandings can eventually become 
unspoken understandings.

• Unspoken understandings can eventually become 
unspoken misunderstandings.

• Unspoken misunderstandings become spoken 
misunderstandings.

Why does this matter?



“but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always 
being ready to make a defense to everyone who 
asks you to give an account for the hope that is in 
you, yet with gentleness and reverence;”

- 1 Peter 3:15


