




• Jesus tells a parable about a midnight request 
of a friend. This friend needs to borrow loaves 
of bread to feed an unexpected guest. 

• Since most people are sleep at midnight, his 
request is declined.

• “and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do not 
bother me; the door has already been shut and 
my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up 
and give you anything.’” (vs. 7)



• “I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, yet 
because of his persistence he will get up and 
give him as much as he needs.” (vs. 8)
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• “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to 
you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you.” (vs. 9)



• “For everyone who asks, receives; and he who 
seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be 
opened.” (vs. 10)



• “For everyone who asks, receives; and he who 
seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be 
opened.” (vs. 10)

• “Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by 
his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake 
instead of a fish, will he?” (vs. 11)



• “Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give 
him a scorpion, will he?” (vs. 12)



• “Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give 
him a scorpion, will he?” (vs. 12)

• “If you then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask Him?” (vs. 13)



• Persistence is a good thing!
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• Persistence is a good thing!
• God’s gifts are the best gifts!
• “Every good thing given and every perfect gift 

is from above, coming down from the Father of 
lights, with whom there is no variation or 
shifting shadow.”                                                   

- James 1:17





• “Now He was telling them a parable to show 
that at all times they ought to pray and not to 
lose heart,”                                                          

- Luke 18:1



• “In a certain city there was a judge who did 
not fear God and did not respect man.”                  

- Luke 18:2
• Cities during the Law of Moses had judges to 

administer justice among the people. 
• This judge was not a man of God. He himself 

acknowledges this in verse 4.



• This judge was approached by a widow in his 
jurisdiction with a request. She wanted legal 
protection from an opponent. 

• She had made this request several times. 
• In the beginning, the judge had no sympathy 

for her situation. (vs. 4) 
• But due to her wearing him out, he eventually 

gave into her request. (vs. 5)



• The Lord urges His disciples to listen 
carefully to the words of the wicked judge. 
(vs. 6)

• “now, will not God bring about justice for His 
elect who cry to Him day and night, and will 
He delay long over them?” (vs. 7)



• The Lord urges His disciples to listen 
carefully to the words of the wicked judge. 
(vs. 6)

• “now, will not God bring about justice for His 
elect who cry to Him day and night, and will 
He delay long over them?” (vs. 7)

• Will we trust God to be faithful to His 
promises concerning prayer? (vs. 8)



• A strong prayer life requires persistence. 
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• A strong prayer life requires persistence. 
• A strong prayer life requires patience. 
• A strong prayer life requires trust.
• “For the eyes of the Lord are toward the 

righteous, and His ears attend to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who 
do evil.”                                                               

- 1 Peter 3:12




