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Chronological Principles

Judah begins their calendar year in Fall and counts
the first full year after the accession year as year one.

Israel begins their calender year in Spring and
counts the accession year as year one,

Each kingdom numbers the other kingdom's years
using their own numbering method.

Jeroboam, 22 years 1K 14:20
Wadab, 2nd year of Asa 7 Ki 15:25

Jeroboam
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Rehoboam bom 97211
41 years before accession
1Ki14:21,2Ch 12:13

Rehoboam
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Judah walked "in the ways of
David and Solomon” 3 years
2China7

- Shishak Invaded Judah,
5th year of Rehoboam
1K1 14:25,2Ch 12:2 ANET p. 242-243
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Madab, 2 years 1 Ki15:25

Baasha, 3rd year of Asa 1 K7 15:28,33
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Baasha, 24 years | Ki 15:33

Elah, 26th year of Asa T K1 16:8
Elah, 2 years 1 Ki 168

Zimri, 27th year of Asa 1 Ki 16:10,15
Zirnri, 7 days 1 Ki 16:15
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Omri Zimri
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Jehoshaphat born,
35 years before accession
a1 i 22:42,2Ch 20:31

2Ch14:1
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Asals Great Sacrifice
3rd month, 15th year— .
2Ch 1510
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2Ch15:19,16:1
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Omri ruled & years in Tizri 1K1 16:23, 24
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Omui, 31st year of Asa 1 K1 16:23

Qo ||| = ko | —

A=

N Omri, 12 years 1 ki 16:23
Ahab, 38th vear of Asa 1 Ki 16:29

Omri and Tibni

Note how the regnal data of Omri works out. His accession year is given as the
315t year of Asa, whereas his predecessor ruled only 7 days in the 27th year of
Asa, This is because the Northern kingdom was engaged in a civil war with
Tibni ruling half. It is only after Tibni is defeated, and Omri is the sole ruler that
we see the accession year recorded. On the other hand, the length of his reign
includes the years that he was not the sole monarch. We will see a similar
pattem repeated for various coregencies of other kings.

Ahab, 22 years T Ki 16:29

1

Ahaziah, 2 years 1 Ki22:51
Joram, 2nd year of Jehoram (coregency) 2 K1 1:17

Ahab allied against Shalmaneser Ill at Karkara,

6th year of Shalmaneser Il ANET p.278-279 Joram

Ahaziah, 17th year of Jehoshaphat (counted from sole reign) 1 K7 22:51

Joram, 18th year of Jehoshaphat (counted from sole reign) 2 K1 3.1
Ahaziah

Ahab

& —Jehoram bom
32 years before accession
2Ki817.2Ch21:5,20

Asa afflicted with foot Jehoshaphat

disease, 39th year |
2Ch16:12
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Ahaziah bom
@ 22years before accession
2Ki8:26,2Ch222
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Ahab killed inwar with Aram 7 K1 22:37, 2 Ch 18:34
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Shalmaneser lll recorded Hadadezer being

15
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king of Aramin his 14th year and Hazael

16

being king in his 18th year.

17

Joram, 12 years 2 K1 3:1
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Moabite Stone recounts
battles of Mesha with
Israel ANETp.320-321

Jehu

19

Shalmaneser Il received tribute from Jehu,
18th year Shalmaneser i ANET p. 260-281
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Samsi-Adad V
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Adad-
nirari [V
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9 Jehu, 28 years 2 i 10:36
Jehoahaz, 23rd year of Joash 2 Ki13:]
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Jehoash
Jehoahaz, 17 years 2 Kj 13:1
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Joash born
7 years before accession
2Ki11:21,2Ch 241
4
Athaliah Anhaziah

Jehoahaz
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Ahaziah, 12th year of Joram 2 Ki 8:25
Ahaziah, 11th year of Joram 2 K79:29
Ahaziah, 1 year 2 i 8:26,2Ch 22:2

Joash Athaliah, 6 years 2K 11:3
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Amaziah born
25 years before accession
2Ki142,2Ch 351
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Temple reconstruction recrganized
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<5 Drdyear of Joash 2 Ki 16:6ff
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Azariah born
16 years before accession
2Ki14:21,15:2.2Ch26:1,3
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Jehaash, 37th year of Joash 2K 13:10
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Azariah/Uzziah

Z| S|~ | v = wofrof —] e

(%]

[¥¥]

=

L

—_
=N

w

=

(=]

(Y=}

wloa|~i|on|un| v ro]—
o |

Ly
L]

—_—
L]
L

b2
[

]
et

[re]
=

[}
L]

L
oh

Jehoash, 16 years 2K 13:10
Jeroboam, 15th year of Amaziah 2 K1 14:23
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~ Jotham born
~=8—25 years before accession
2Ki15:33,2Ch27:1.8
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Jeroboam.
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Ahaz born
el — 20 years before accession
2Ki16:2, 2Ch 281
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Hezekiah born
25 years before accession
2Ki18:2,2Ch29:1
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Jeroboam, 41 years 2 K7 14:23

Zechariah, 38th year of Azariah 2Ki 15:8
Zechariah, 6 months 2 Ki 15:8

Shallum, 39th year of Azariah 2 Kj 15:13
Shallum, 1 manth 2 K7 15:13

Menahem, 39th year of Azariah 2 K7 15:17
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Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah warred against
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Jotham 2 Ki 15:37

Pekahiah
Menahem, 10 years 2 K 15:17
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Ahaz
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Pekahiah, 50th year of Azariah 2 Ki 15:23 a

Pekahiah, 2 years 2 Ki 15:23 1
Pekah, 52nd year of Azariah 2 i 15:27 2
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Rezin, king of Aram, and Pekah warred against

Ahaz 2 Ki 16:5-6,2 Ch 276

Pekah, 20 years 2Ki 1527
Hosea, 1 2th year of Ahaz 2 K 17:1
Hosea, 20th year of Jotham 2 Ki 15:30
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Ahaz, 17th year of Pekah 2 Ki 16:1
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Hosea, 9 years 2K 1721
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Ahaz, 16 years 2K 16:2, 2 Ch 28:1
Hezekiah, 3rd year of Hosea 2 K1 18:1
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This period is difficult. To get reigns to line up with syncronisms with
Assyrian chronology, significant overlap Is necessary. There is an excess of 10
years on the lsrazl side. Thiele guasses that Pekah's reign should overlap
Menahem and Pekahiah as a rival king, but this disregards Sargon s claims
to have captured Samaria in 721 BC. The 18 years from Pekah's 2nd year to
his 20th correspends to the period from Jotham's accession fo his 20th year.
Since Pekah was an official under Pekahiah, | create a2 year gap in his rival
reign. This makees the latter 18 years of his reign correspond to 20 years
under Jotham and puts the fall of Samaria in 721 BC. The 12th year of Ahaz
correspands to the 20th of Jotham, requring significant overlap between
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Samaria fell, 6th year of Hezekiah=9th year of Hosea 2 Ki 18:10
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Sennacherib attacked and was paid off,
i 14th year of Hezekiah
2Ki18:13-16,2Ch 32:1f1 J20 36:1
Manasseh born
12 years before accession
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709

them and Azariah too. Itis not clear how the 16 year reign of Jotham Is to be
reconciled with a reference to his 20th year. Perhaps there is a scribal error of
some sort involved, or perhaps Ahaz deposed him,

708
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2Ki21:1,2Ch 36:1

Abijah, 3 years 1K 15:2 2Ch 13:2
Asa, 20th year of Jeroboam 1 Ki15:9

Joash, 40years 2Ki 12:1,2Ch24:1,3
Amaziah, 2nd year of Jehoash 2 1 14:1, 2Ch 25:1

Rehoboam, 17 years 1 Ki 14:21,2 Ch 12:13
Abijah, 18th year of Jeroboam 147 15:1,2Ch 13:1

Peace for 10 years of Asa's Reign

Jehoram, 8 years 2 Kig17.2Ch 2152120

Jehu killed Ahaziah and Joram 27 9, 2 Ch 22:7-9

Joash, Tth year of Jehu 2K 12:1 (2K 11:3,.2 Ch 13:1)

Jotham, 16 years 2 Ki 15:33,2Ch 27:1,8

Mo more war, tll Asa's 35th year, war with Baasha in
#hsa's 36th year. These numbers do not fit Baasha's
regnal data. Various emendations have been
suggested: (1) read 15th/16th year of Asa, (2] read

5 35th/36th year since the division of the kingdoms.
Either way comes to about the same year,

Asa, 41 years 1K 15:70,2Ch 16:13
Jehoshaphat, 4th year of Ahab 1 K] 22:47
& —Jehoshaphat's Reform Began, 3rd year 2Ch 17:7

Judah changes to counting accession
year as year one.

Syncronisms with Joram show that Jehosaphat
and Jehoram had a coregency, but the years of
Jeharam's coregency were not counted in the
total length of his reign.

Jehoram, 5th year of Joram 2 Ki 8:16-17
Jehoshaphat, 25 years 2 Ki 22:42, 2 Ch 20:31

Ahaziah's syncronism
with Joram is given by
both numbering
systems {counting the
accession year as year
one or counting the
next full year as year
one)

Hazael, king of Aram, attacked Gath & Jerusalem 2 K7 12:17

Both Judah and lsrael switched to counting
the first full year after accession as year
one. Bath kings early in their reigns
appointed a son as coregent.

That Amaziah survived Jehoash by 15 years and
died in the 27th year of Jeroboam demonstrates
conclusively the coregency between Jehoash and

Amaziah survived Jehoash by 15 years 2 K7 14:17,2 Ch 2525
Amaziah, 29 years 2 Ki 14:2,2 Ch 25:1
Azariah, 27th year of Jeroboam 2 Ki 15:1

Jotham, 2nd year of Pekah 2 £i 15:32
Jotham coregent 2Ki 15:5,2Ch 2621

Azariah, 52 years 2 Ki 15:2,2 Ch 26:3

Ahaz made treaty with Tiglath-Pileser 2 Ki 16:7-18, 2 Ch 28:16ff

Shalmaneser seiged Samaria, 4th year of Hezekiah=Tth year of Hosea 2 ki 18:9

Hezekiah's life extended 15 years

2K120:6,2Ch 32:34, 550 38:1,5

Hezekiah recieved visit from Merodach-Baladan
2Ki20:12,2Ch32:31,1sa 39:7
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Sennacherib

I

Evil-Merodach
Nergal-shar-[ a
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Manesseh paid Esarhaddon tribute

ANET p.291

Manesseh paid Ashurbanipal tribute

ANETp.294

Amon born
22 years before accession —
2Ki21:19,2Ch33:21

Josiah bon
8 years before accession —
2Ki22:1,2Ch34:1

7 21
8 22
9 23
24
11 25
26
27
28
29

Jehoiakim borm
25 years before accession

2Ki23:36,2Ch35:5 —3=
Jehoahaz bom

23 years before accession

2Ki23:31,

Zedekiah bon
21 years before accession
2Ki 28:18,2 Ch36:11, Jer 52:1

Jehoiachin born
18 years before accession
2Ki 24:8,2Ch 36:9
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Nebuchadnezzer

Jer 25:1, 36:1,45:7,46:2
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Assyria besieged Jerusalem
2Ki 18:17,19:9,35,2 Ch 32:9-21,Isa 36:2, 37:6, ANET p. 287
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Hezekiah, 29 years 2 ki 18:2, 2 Ch 29:1
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3Im | Josiah, 31 years 2Ki22:2,2 Ch 34:1
Jehoahaz, 3 months 2 K 23:31,2 Ch 36:2

Jehoiakim

Nebuchadnezzer

Manesseh captured and released by king of Assyria 2 Ch 33:11-17

Manesseh, 55 years 2 Ki 21:1,2Ch 331

Amon, 2 years 2Ki21:19,2 Ch33:21

- Josiah began to seek God 2Ch 34:3

Josiah began to purge land of high
¢— places &idols, 12th year of Josiah 2 Ch 34:3

€— Jeremiah began his ministry
13th year of Josiah Jer 1:2

Temple reconstruction started; Book of Law
¢ found; Passover Celebrated, 18th year of Josiah
2Ki22:3,23,2Ch34:8,351,19
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i Jer 28:1,28:17,51:59
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Jehoiakim, 11 years 2 K1 23:36,2 Ch 36:5
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Jehoiachin, 3 months 10 days
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2Ki24:8,2Ch 369
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Jerusalem besieged
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Oth year Zedekiah, 10th month, 10th day
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2K 25:1, Jer 39:1, 524, Eze 241 ——3
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Zedekiah, 11 years 2 Ki 24:18,2 Ch 36:11, Jer 52:1
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Evil-Merodach
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2Ki25:27, Jer 52:31

1 |usur
2

abonidu

i

o] ) — o

Co|~d|lon|w| =l —| o




