
Paul’s Preaching



Saul’s Conversion

Acts 9:1-18



Saul’s Early Ministry

Acts 9:19-31
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• He immediately began 
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• He immediately began 

proclaiming Jesus (vs. 20).
• This shocked and confused 

the Jews in Damascus (vs. 21).

• “Saul kept increasing in 
strength and confounding the 
Jews who lived in Damascus 
by proving that the Jesus is 
the Christ” (vs. 22).



Saul’s Early Ministry
• “When many days had 

elapsed, the Jews plotted 
together to do away with him” 
(vs. 23).



Saul’s Early Ministry
• but their plot became known 

to Saul. They were also 
watching the gates day and 
night so that they might put 
him to death; but his disciples 
took him by night and let him 
down through an opening in 
the wall, lowering him in a 
large basket.

- Acts 9:24-25



Saul’s Early Ministry
• When he came to Jerusalem, 

he was trying to associate 
with the disciples; but they 
were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a 
disciple.

- Acts 9:26



Saul’s Early Ministry
• “But when God, who had set me apart 

even from my mother’s womb and called 
me through His grace, was pleased to 
reveal His Son in me so that I might 
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did 
not immediately consult with flesh and 
blood, nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 
those who were apostles before me; but 
I went away to Arabia, and returned 
once more to Damascus.”

- Galatians 1:15-18



Saul’s Early Ministry
• When many days had elapsed, the Jews 

plotted together to do away with him, but 
their plot became known to Saul. They 
were also watching the gates day and 
night so that they might put him to death; 
but his disciples took him by night and 
let him down through an opening in the 
wall, lowering him in a large basket.

- Acts 9:23-25



Saul’s Early Ministry
• “In Damascus the ethnarch under Aretas

the king was guarding the city of the 
Damascenes in order to seize me,                       
and I was let down in a basket through a 
window in the wall, and so escaped his 
hands.”

- 2 Corinthians 11:32-33



Saul’s Early Ministry
Filling in the gaps
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• Three years passed from his 

conversion to his trip to 
Jerusalem (Galatians 1:18).

• These three years are the 
“many days” in Acts 9:23. 

• During this time, Paul stayed 
in Arabia.

Filling in the gaps



Saul’s Early Ministry
• While in Arabia, he was able to 

be taught by the Lord and 
prepare for the special work 
that would be given to him as 
an apostle. 
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• While in Arabia, he was able to 

be taught by the Lord and 
prepare for the special work 
that would be given to him as 
an apostle. 

• Upon his return to Damascus, 
the Jews began persecuting 
and plotting to kill him. 

Filling in the gaps



Saul’s Early Ministry
• The Jews enlisted the help of 

the governor in guarding the 
gates around the clock. 
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• The Jews enlisted the help of 

the governor in guarding the 
gates around the clock. 

• If it wasn’t for the help of 
disciples, Saul’s ministry 
would have ended 
prematurely. 

Filling in the gaps



Saul’s Early Ministry
• After escaping from 

Damascus, Saul made his way 
to Jerusalem. 

Filling in the gaps



Saul’s Early Ministry
• Saul tried to associate with the 

disciples here (vs. 26). 
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• Saul tried to associate with the 

disciples here (vs. 26). 
• He was initially denied 

fellowship (vs. 26).

• Barnabas defended him (vs. 26).
• Barnabas is a key character                   

in Acts.

Saul in Jerusalem



Saul’s Early Ministry
• Barnabas’ defense convinced 

the church to allow Saul into 
their fellowship (vs. 27).
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• Barnabas’ defense convinced 

the church to allow Saul into 
their fellowship (vs. 27).

• Saul began working with the 
brethren in Jerusalem (vs. 28).

Saul in Jerusalem



Saul’s Early Ministry
• His arguing with the 

Hellenistic Jews, led to an 
attempt against his life and he 
was forced to leave (vs. 29).
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• His arguing with the 

Hellenistic Jews, led to an 
attempt against his life and he 
was forced to leave (vs. 29).

• After traveling down to 
Caesarea, Saul sailed to 
Tarsus (vs. 30).

Saul in Jerusalem





Saul’s Early Ministry
• So the church throughout all Judea and 

Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, 
being built up; and going on in the fear of 
the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 
Spirit, it continued to increase.

- Acts 9:31



Saul’s Early Ministry
Saul’s apostleship
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(1 Corinthians 15:8).
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• He was “untimely born”                         

(1 Corinthians 15:8).
• He saw the risen Savior             

(1 Corinthians 15:8).

• He was chosen by Jesus 
(Galatians 1:1).

• He received revelation from 
the Lord (Galatians 1:12).

Saul’s apostleship



Saul’s Early Ministry
• It included a special ministry 

to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15).
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Saul’s Early Ministry
• It included a special ministry 

to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15).
• His critics frequently 

challenged his apostleship      
(2 Corinthians 11).

Saul’s apostleship



Paul’s Preaching


