e R R S . M. M A m— A—‘—‘—‘_&.g_



Saul of Tarsus




Saul of Tarsus

* He was a pharisee who was
zealous about the Law.
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* He was a pharisee who was
zealous about the Law.

* He was a fierce persecutor of
the church.




He was a pharisee who was
zealous about the Law.

He was a fierce persecutor of
the church.

His conversion may be the
most radical case in the Bible.



Saul of Tarsus

Acts 8:1-4




Saul of Tarsus

Acts 9:1-19
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* He needed to be converted.




 He needed to be converted.

“It is a trustworthy statement,
deserving full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, among whom | am

foremost of all.”
- 1 Timothy 1:15
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* He needed to be converted.

* He encountered Jesus.




“ Q, _Saul's Conversion

» Alight from heaven flashed around him
(vs. 3).
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» Alight from heaven flashed around him
(vs. 3).

* He heard and saw Jesus (vs. 4; 26:16).
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A light from heaven flashed around him
(vs. 3).

He heard and saw Jesus (vs. 4; 26:16).

* Jesus asked him, “Why are you
persecuting me” (vs. 4)?

» Jesus identifies Himself (vs. 5).




%, [-sauts Conversio

* Alight from heaven flashed around him
(vs. 3).

* He heard and saw Jesus (vs. 4; 26:16).

* Jesus asked him, “Why are you
persecuting me” (vs. 4)?

« Jesus identifies Himself (vs. 5).

« Jesus tells him to “get up and enter the
city, and it will be told you what you
must do” (vs. 6).
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Other observations
The vision occurred about noon (Acts 22:6).
Saul’s travel companions saw the light but

did not understand the voice of the Lord
(Acts 9:7; 22:9).

In the city, Saul would learn all things
appointed for him to do (Acts 9:6; 22:10).

He was blinded, prayed and fasted for
three days (Acts 9:8-9, 17).



\ S -
k|

Why a miracle?
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Why a miracle?
 This is not uncommon in Acts.




Why a miracle?
 This is not uncommon in Acts.

« The miracle was not necessary to be saved.




Why a miracle?
This is not uncommon in Acts.

The miracle was not necessary to be saved.

It was necessary to be an apostle!

(Acts 22:14-15; 26:16-18)




 He needed to be converted.
 He encountered Jesus.

 Ananias is sent to him.




And the Lord said to him, “Get up
and go to the street called Straight,
and inquire at the house of Judas for
a man from Tarsus named Saul, for
he is praying, and he has seenin a
vision a man named Ananias come in
and lay his hands on him, so that he
might regain his sight.”

- Acts 9:11-12



But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have
heard from many about this man,
how much harm he did to Your saints
at Jerusalem; and here he has
authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on Your name.”

- Acts 9:13-14



But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he
Is a chosen instrument of Mine, to
bear My name before the Gentiles

and kings and the sons of Israel;
for | will show him how much he
must suffer for My name’s sake.”

- Acts 9:15-16



So Ananias departed and entered the
house, and after laying his hands on him
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who
appeared to you on the road by which you
were coming, has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with
the Holy Spirit.” And immediately there fell
from his eyes something like scales, and
he regained his sight, and he got up and
was baptized; and he took food and was
strengthened.

- Acts 9:17-19
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Key Observations
« Saul was not saved by the miracle.
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« Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.
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Key Observations
| » Saul was not saved by the miracle.

¢ « Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.

/| » Saul was saved through the same process
as everyone else in the book of Acts!
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Key Observations
Saul was not saved by the miracle.

Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.

Saul was saved through the same process
as everyone else in the book of Acts!

1) He believed in Jesus (Acts 9:5).
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Key Observations
|+ Saul was not saved by the miracle.

« Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.

| « Saul was saved through the same process
as everyone else in the book of Acts!

1) He believed in Jesus (Acts 9:5).
2) He repented (Acts 9:9, 11).
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Key Observations
Saul was not saved by the miracle.

Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.

Saul was saved through the same process
as everyone else in the book of Acts!

o
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&‘,"' ‘f)i Al 2) He repented (Acts 9:9, 11).
3) He confessed (Acts 9:5).




Key Observations
Saul was not saved by the miracle.

Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.

Saul was saved through the same process
as everyone else in the book of Acts!

1) He believed in Jesus (Acts 9:5).

2) He repented (Acts 9:9, 11).

3) He confessed (Acts 9:5).

4) He was baptized (Acts 9:18; 22:16).
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* How would Saul have received forgiveness
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How would Saul have had his sins washed
away (Acts 22:16)?
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Without baptism...

How would Saul have received forgiveness
of sins (Acts 2:38)?

How would Saul have had his sins washed
away (Acts 22:16)?

How would Saul have called on the name of
the Lord (Acts 22:16)?

How would Saul have been added to the
church (1 Corinthians 12:13)?



Key Observations
Saul was not saved by the miracle.

Saul was not saved by saying a prayer.

Saul was saved through the same process
as everyone else in the book of Acts!

1) He believed in Jesus (Acts 9:5).

2) He repented (Acts 9:9, 11).

3) He confessed (Acts 9:5).

4) He was baptized (Acts 9:18; 22:16).
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