
I CAN’T PLAY THE BASSOON





IT’S NOT LIKE RIDING A BIKE
• Like ignoring any skill or hobby for a long time, our 

Christianity can be lost – or, at least made ineffective, 
brittle, or superficial.

• In Allen’s lesson from last week, he expertly pointed out 
that being converted to Christ is about much more than just 
forgiveness (an important component, to be sure). It’s 
about transformation – lifestyle changed, habits altered, 
thinking adjusted, new goals set. In short, I must ask 
myself if I was really converted!

• But how did I get to this point, if I find myself with a hard 
heart, ineffective in my faith, and going through the 
motions? HOW DID I LOSE MY FIRE?



MARK 4:9-19
You either don’t seize faith, 
you fail to grow it properly, 

or you neglect it.



UNFRUITFUL
• Mark 4:24-25

• If you’re unfruitful, you’ll notice opportunities and a sense 
of engagement begin to slip away. Nobody is beyond 
usefulness, except when people makes themselves 
useless by disengaging.

• People who lack commitment will not be put to work 
because they can’t be trusted. Notice Proverbs 25:19. Your 
Christianity can’t just be put away for a while, like a hobby 
you dabble in, without consequences.



SIGNS TO WATCH OUT FOR
• You’re having a hard time remembering “big picture” 

things at Monte Vista, such as what we’re studying in 
class, what our goals are (and why we have them), what 
our deacons do, who your group leader is (and why that’s 
important), etc.

• You’re rarely asked to help in any way.

• You have a growing sense of being out of place.

• You’re approached by a fellow member and asked, “So, 
where are you visiting from?"



DULL OF HEARING

• Jesus frequently encountered those who had become dull 
of hearing. The problem, of course, was not their ears but 
their hard hearts. Isaiah 6:9-10 is quoted several times, 
both by Jesus and His disciples (Mark 4:12, Matthew 13:15, 
John 12:40, Acts 28:26-27).

• We makes ourselves unable to understand – even to listen 
to the truth – because of hardness, stubbornness, 
distraction, worldliness. Jesus said, “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.” But how? How have we become so deaf 
when our ears work perfectly? 





SO WHY CAN’T I PLAY THE 
BASSOON ANYMORE?



• LACK OF DEXTERITY
• LACK OF RESOURCES
• LACK OF OPPORTUNITY
• LACK OF COMMITMENT
• LACK OF PRACTICE
• LACK OF DESIRE


