
The

PRIEST-KING



COMING HOME
• In the year 538 BC, Cyrus allowed the exiled Jews to return 

home if they wished. Led by a man named Sheshbazzar, a 
“prince of Judah”, 42,360 people from the tribes of Judah and 
Benjamin returned to Jerusalem, a city in disarray (Ezra 1-2).

• This likely represented only a small part of the total population 
of Jews living in exile.

• Among them were two individuals who would be set apart by 
God, Zerubbabel and Joshua (also called Jeshua).



A RUINED CITY
They found Jerusalem in an appalling state. Foremost on their minds, 
however, was the reconstruction of the Temple – a task that began with great 
initial enthusiasm (Ezra 3), but was abandoned for sixteen years (Ezra 4:1-5).



HAGGAI 1:1-9



RENEWED EFFORT
• Due to the work of Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 4:24-5:2) the 

work on the Temple resumed and was eventually finished (Ezra 
6:14-15). Zerubbabel and Joshua led the way (Haggai 1:12-15).

• It probably seemed liked the work was done, especially in light 
of the joy at the Temple’s dedication and subsequent Passover 
celebration.

• However, God was using these two men as symbols, or types, 
of something bigger than the Temple…



HAGGAI 2:1-9



TWO-IN-ONE
ZECHARIAH 3-4
After a message to Joshua in 
chapter three, God turns the 
prophet’s attention toward 
Zerubbabel. It is shown that he 
began to build the Temple and 
would also finish it. 
These two men are the olive 
trees described in the vision. 
They are two parts of one office 
that was not yet in existence.



THE PRIEST-KING
• ZECHARIAH 6:9-15
• As Psalm 110 points out, the Messiah would be both a king and 

a priest, but not like any that had come before. He alone would 
be able to hold both offices.

• Jesus is the fulfillment of this prophecy. He is both Joshua 
(Hebrews 9:11) and Zerubbabel (Colossians 1:13ff) – the builder 
of the Great Temple (Ephesians 2:19ff), the Branch whose 
kingdom and priesthood excels all others (Hebrews 8:1-2).


